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PUBLIC INSTJTUTIONS INSPECTION

573

Chap. 64

CHAPTER 64

An Act to provide for the
Inspection of Public Institutions by
Public Visitation
Assented to June 28th, 1974
~1AJESTY,

and with the advice and consent
H ERof the Legislative Assembly
of the Province of Ontario.
by

enacts as follows:
J. In this Act,

Interpretation

(a) "judge" means a county or district court judge;
(b) "panel" means the public institutions inspection

panel.
2.- (1) The judge of every county or district shall, on ~r~~~n~ng
the first Monda•·
in l\fay· and November in each .Jvear ' or so inspect1on
\nstitutions
J
soon thereafter as is practicable, convene in open court a panel
public institutions inspection panel composed of seven persons
selected from the jury roll prepared under The juries Act, 1974,c.63
1974 for the county or district and for this purpose the sheriff
shall provide the panel.

(2) The juries Act, 1974 applies to the selection, recording, ~fPlication
summoning, attendance and service of the persons for 1974. c. 63
service on a public institutions inspection panel in the
same manner as to the selection, recording, summoning,
attendance and service of persons for service on a panel
of jurors selected for a sittings of a court.
of fees to a member of a panel shall be Servitce
(3) Pavment
J
conn s as
deemed to be payment of fees to a person for attendingJuryservice
sittings of a court ao. a juror for the purposes of subsection 3 of section 3 of The Juries Act, 1974.
(4) The panel shall appoint one of its members to be Chairman
the chairman of the panel.

(S} The judge shall instruct the panel in its duties and powe rs . fu~t;f,, of

57.t

Chap. 6-1

Excusing

a.-( 1) The judge may excuse any person summoned to
senT on a panel from attending on grounds of illness or
hardship.

Exclusion
ror Interest

(2) The judge may exclude any person summoned to
serve on the panel or excuse a panel member from participating in any inspection where the judge believes that the duty
of the person under this Act is or may be in conflict with
another interest of such person.

Reduced
panel

(3) Where, after the panel is convened, any person on
the panel dies or becomes incapacitated from any cause
or is excluded or excused from serving by the judge under
subsection l or 2, the judge may authorize the remainder of
the panel to proceed with its duties under this Act.

Du ties
of pa n el

4.- (1) The panel may inspect all or any of the institutions
in the county or district that arc maintained in whole or
in part by public money.

Lock- ups

(2) The panel shall inspect all institutions in the county
or district in which persons are being held in custody for the
purpose of a judicial proceeding.

Report

(3) Every panel that makes such an inspection shall
prepare a report indicating the conditions found to be
existing in each of the institutions inspected and with respect
to institutions referred to in subsection 2 indicating whether
any persons are being held therein improperly or for an
unreasonable length of time.

T ime for
compl et ion

(4) The inspections shall be completed within two weeks
after the panel is convened but the judge may extend the
time for completion of the inspection and during such period
of extension the inspection is subject to the control and
direction of the judge.

Powers of
inspection

5.-(1) Subject to any agreement between the chairman
and the institution, the panel may, after a request for entry
by the chairman, enter any public institution the panel is
entitled to inspect under section 4 at any time during
reasonable business hours and may inspect therein all
parts of the premises, and any documents, records, files
or accounts in the custody of the institution, and the panel
or any member thereof may interrogate any person on the
premises concerning any matter respecting the affairs, administration and operation of the institution.

Olfence

(2) Any person who wilfully obstructs an inspection
by a panel or any member thereof under subsection 1 is

!romduty
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guilty of an offence and on summary conviction is liable
to a fine of not more than $5,000 or to imprisonment for
a term of not more than one year, or to both.
6.-(1) The i)ancl shall submit its re1)ort to the 1·udgeDelivery
of report
sitting in open court.

(2) The J·udge to whom a report is submitted shall for-Distribution
of report
ward a copy of the report to the Attorney General.

(3) The report submitted to the judge shall be filed with ~f~~nifort
the clerk of the county or district court as a public document
and shall be available for public inspection.
7. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regula- Regulations
tions prescribing the fees and allowances payable to members of panels and providing for reimbursement for expenses.
8. This Act comes into force on a day to be named
proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor.

by~~';;fence

9. This Act may be cited as The Public Institutions Short title
Inspection Act, 1974.

